14th March 2009

Councillor Jeffrey Magill

1 Bowland Heights
Newtownards
BT23 8SA
Dear Councillor Magill

I am led to believe that Ards Borough Council will soon be meeting to discuss what leisure provision to make available to its citizens for the next generation. I am writing to you to outline my position in support of a new community stadium and to ask that you support this venture also.

The Ards Borough is a vibrant area when it comes to sport, with each weekend a large number of men, women and children taking to the field in their particular interest, proud to represent their team and themselves. At the very foundation of this participation are facilities. No sport can be played, nor event held without the equipment and facilities to do so.

The provision of a new stadium for use by the community would be a great addition to the other amenities presently provided by the Council. A modern stadium could be a great asset for our area, enabling the borough to host sporting and other events previously unobtainable. Over time, a new arena proudly located in Newtownards would give tomorrow’s young sportsmen and women a place to dream of competing at.

I believe that the will does exist amongst the public for a new stadium, and more importantly the demand does also. In other parts of Northern Ireland, district councils sponsor various leisure facilities, including football stadiums. Examples of this type of venture exist in Ballymoney, Cookstown and Ballymena, while elsewhere other councils provide financial assistance to football clubs through grant aid for developing their stadiums.

With a new stadium in place in Newtownards, the viability of the project would be secured by the placing of a permanent tenant. I believe Ards Football Club to be well placed to take on this role. A look at the history of sport in this town will reveal a passion for football and a long-term support for its senior football side. Ards Football Club has done much for this town to be proud of and a great many of the Ards supporters would tell you of the memorable times they have had following this great club. Many would remember the club winning the Irish League Championship and being crowned Champions of Ireland, not to mention the occasions when Ards’ success brought top quality teams from Europe to play in Newtownards.

These successes can be repeated again, with the right backing, the right encouragement and the platform from which to achieve it. I urge you not to under-estimate the role that sport can play in our lives and in our town. A community brought together behind one passion, played out in a facility owned by that community can reap many rewards.

I ask for your support when the Council next debate this issue and urge you to help provide something for our town to be proud of in future generations.

Yours faithfully

14th March 2009

Councillor Terence Williams

41 Wyndell Heights
Newtownards
BT23 7GX

Dear Councillor Williams

I am led to believe that Ards Borough Council will soon be meeting to discuss what leisure provision to make available to its citizens for the next generation. I am writing to you to outline my position in support of a new community stadium and to ask that you support this venture also.

The Ards Borough is a vibrant area when it comes to sport, with each weekend a large number of men, women and children taking to the field in their particular interest, proud to represent their team and themselves. At the very foundation of this participation are facilities. No sport can be played, nor event held without the equipment and facilities to do so.

The provision of a new stadium for use by the community would be a great addition to the other amenities presently provided by the Council. A modern stadium could be a great asset for our area, enabling the borough to host sporting and other events previously unobtainable. Over time, a new arena proudly located in Newtownards would give tomorrow’s young sportsmen and women a place to dream of competing at.

I believe that the will does exist amongst the public for a new stadium, and more importantly the demand does also. In other parts of Northern Ireland, district councils sponsor various leisure facilities, including football stadiums. Examples of this type of venture exist in Ballymoney, Cookstown and Ballymena, while elsewhere other councils provide financial assistance to football clubs through grant aid for developing their stadiums.

With a new stadium in place in Newtownards, the viability of the project would be secured by the placing of a permanent tenant. I believe Ards Football Club to be well placed to take on this role. A look at the history of sport in this town will reveal a passion for football and a long-term support for its senior football side. Ards Football Club has done much for this town to be proud of and a great many of the Ards supporters would tell you of the memorable times they have had following this great club. Many would remember the club winning the Irish League Championship and being crowned Champions of Ireland, not to mention the occasions when Ards’ success brought top quality teams from Europe to play in Newtownards.

These successes can be repeated again, with the right backing, the right encouragement and the platform from which to achieve it. I urge you not to under-estimate the role that sport can play in our lives and in our town. A community brought together behind one passion, played out in a facility owned by that community can reap many rewards.

I ask for your support when the Council next debate this issue and urge you to help provide something for our town to be proud of in future generations.

Yours faithfully

14th March 2009

Councillor Jim McBriar

130 Ballystockart Road
Comber
BT23 5PP
Dear Councillor McBriar

I am led to believe that Ards Borough Council will soon be meeting to discuss what leisure provision to make available to its citizens for the next generation. I am writing to you to outline my position in support of a new community stadium and to ask that you support this venture also.

The Ards Borough is a vibrant area when it comes to sport, with each weekend a large number of men, women and children taking to the field in their particular interest, proud to represent their team and themselves. At the very foundation of this participation are facilities. No sport can be played, nor event held without the equipment and facilities to do so.

The provision of a new stadium for use by the community would be a great addition to the other amenities presently provided by the Council. A modern stadium could be a great asset for our area, enabling the borough to host sporting and other events previously unobtainable. Over time, a new arena proudly located in Newtownards would give tomorrow’s young sportsmen and women a place to dream of competing at.

I believe that the will does exist amongst the public for a new stadium, and more importantly the demand does also. In other parts of Northern Ireland, district councils sponsor various leisure facilities, including football stadiums. Examples of this type of venture exist in Ballymoney, Cookstown and Ballymena, while elsewhere other councils provide financial assistance to football clubs through grant aid for developing their stadiums.

With a new stadium in place in Newtownards, the viability of the project would be secured by the placing of a permanent tenant. I believe Ards Football Club to be well placed to take on this role. A look at the history of sport in this town will reveal a passion for football and a long-term support for its senior football side. Ards Football Club has done much for this town to be proud of and a great many of the Ards supporters would tell you of the memorable times they have had following this great club. Many would remember the club winning the Irish League Championship and being crowned Champions of Ireland, not to mention the occasions when Ards’ success brought top quality teams from Europe to play in Newtownards.

These successes can be repeated again, with the right backing, the right encouragement and the platform from which to achieve it. I urge you not to under-estimate the role that sport can play in our lives and in our town. A community brought together behind one passion, played out in a facility owned by that community can reap many rewards.

I ask for your support when the Council next debate this issue and urge you to help provide something for our town to be proud of in future generations.

Yours faithfully

14th March 2009

Councillor Hamilton Gregory

6 Ringhaddy Drive
Newtownards
BT23 8XB

Dear Councillor Gregory

I am led to believe that Ards Borough Council will soon be meeting to discuss what leisure provision to make available to its citizens for the next generation. I am writing to you to outline my position in support of a new community stadium and to ask that you support this venture also.

The Ards Borough is a vibrant area when it comes to sport, with each weekend a large number of men, women and children taking to the field in their particular interest, proud to represent their team and themselves. At the very foundation of this participation are facilities. No sport can be played, nor event held without the equipment and facilities to do so.

The provision of a new stadium for use by the community would be a great addition to the other amenities presently provided by the Council. A modern stadium could be a great asset for our area, enabling the borough to host sporting and other events previously unobtainable. Over time, a new arena proudly located in Newtownards would give tomorrow’s young sportsmen and women a place to dream of competing at.

I believe that the will does exist amongst the public for a new stadium, and more importantly the demand does also. In other parts of Northern Ireland, district councils sponsor various leisure facilities, including football stadiums. Examples of this type of venture exist in Ballymoney, Cookstown and Ballymena, while elsewhere other councils provide financial assistance to football clubs through grant aid for developing their stadiums.

With a new stadium in place in Newtownards, the viability of the project would be secured by the placing of a permanent tenant. I believe Ards Football Club to be well placed to take on this role. A look at the history of sport in this town will reveal a passion for football and a long-term support for its senior football side. Ards Football Club has done much for this town to be proud of and a great many of the Ards supporters would tell you of the memorable times they have had following this great club. Many would remember the club winning the Irish League Championship and being crowned Champions of Ireland, not to mention the occasions when Ards’ success brought top quality teams from Europe to play in Newtownards.

These successes can be repeated again, with the right backing, the right encouragement and the platform from which to achieve it. I urge you not to under-estimate the role that sport can play in our lives and in our town. A community brought together behind one passion, played out in a facility owned by that community can reap many rewards.

I ask for your support when the Council next debate this issue and urge you to help provide something for our town to be proud of in future generations.

Yours faithfully

14th March 2009

Councillor Jonathan Bell

21 Beechfield Crescent
Bangor
BT19 7ZJ

Dear Councillor Bell

I am led to believe that Ards Borough Council will soon be meeting to discuss what leisure provision to make available to its citizens for the next generation. I am writing to you to outline my position in support of a new community stadium and to ask that you support this venture also.

The Ards Borough is a vibrant area when it comes to sport, with each weekend a large number of men, women and children taking to the field in their particular interest, proud to represent their team and themselves. At the very foundation of this participation are facilities. No sport can be played, nor event held without the equipment and facilities to do so.

The provision of a new stadium for use by the community would be a great addition to the other amenities presently provided by the Council. A modern stadium could be a great asset for our area, enabling the borough to host sporting and other events previously unobtainable. Over time, a new arena proudly located in Newtownards would give tomorrow’s young sportsmen and women a place to dream of competing at.

I believe that the will does exist amongst the public for a new stadium, and more importantly the demand does also. In other parts of Northern Ireland, district councils sponsor various leisure facilities, including football stadiums. Examples of this type of venture exist in Ballymoney, Cookstown and Ballymena, while elsewhere other councils provide financial assistance to football clubs through grant aid for developing their stadiums.

With a new stadium in place in Newtownards, the viability of the project would be secured by the placing of a permanent tenant. I believe Ards Football Club to be well placed to take on this role. A look at the history of sport in this town will reveal a passion for football and a long-term support for its senior football side. Ards Football Club has done much for this town to be proud of and a great many of the Ards supporters would tell you of the memorable times they have had following this great club. Many would remember the club winning the Irish League Championship and being crowned Champions of Ireland, not to mention the occasions when Ards’ success brought top quality teams from Europe to play in Newtownards.

These successes can be repeated again, with the right backing, the right encouragement and the platform from which to achieve it. I urge you not to under-estimate the role that sport can play in our lives and in our town. A community brought together behind one passion, played out in a facility owned by that community can reap many rewards.

I ask for your support when the Council next debate this issue and urge you to help provide something for our town to be proud of in future generations.

Yours faithfully

14th March 2009

Councillor Michelle McIlveen MLA

1 Bridge Street Link
Comber
BT23 5HY
Dear Councillor McIlveen

I am led to believe that Ards Borough Council will soon be meeting to discuss what leisure provision to make available to its citizens for the next generation. I am writing to you to outline my position in support of a new community stadium and to ask that you support this venture also.

The Ards Borough is a vibrant area when it comes to sport, with each weekend a large number of men, women and children taking to the field in their particular interest, proud to represent their team and themselves. At the very foundation of this participation are facilities. No sport can be played, nor event held without the equipment and facilities to do so.

The provision of a new stadium for use by the community would be a great addition to the other amenities presently provided by the Council. A modern stadium could be a great asset for our area, enabling the borough to host sporting and other events previously unobtainable. Over time, a new arena proudly located in Newtownards would give tomorrow’s young sportsmen and women a place to dream of competing at.

I believe that the will does exist amongst the public for a new stadium, and more importantly the demand does also. In other parts of Northern Ireland, district councils sponsor various leisure facilities, including football stadiums. Examples of this type of venture exist in Ballymoney, Cookstown and Ballymena, while elsewhere other councils provide financial assistance to football clubs through grant aid for developing their stadiums.

With a new stadium in place in Newtownards, the viability of the project would be secured by the placing of a permanent tenant. I believe Ards Football Club to be well placed to take on this role. A look at the history of sport in this town will reveal a passion for football and a long-term support for its senior football side. Ards Football Club has done much for this town to be proud of and a great many of the Ards supporters would tell you of the memorable times they have had following this great club. Many would remember the club winning the Irish League Championship and being crowned Champions of Ireland, not to mention the occasions when Ards’ success brought top quality teams from Europe to play in Newtownards.

These successes can be repeated again, with the right backing, the right encouragement and the platform from which to achieve it. I urge you not to under-estimate the role that sport can play in our lives and in our town. A community brought together behind one passion, played out in a facility owned by that community can reap many rewards.

I ask for your support when the Council next debate this issue and urge you to help provide something for our town to be proud of in future generations.

Yours faithfully
