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On The Agenda
 
THE BRING ARDS HOME Campaign is still in full flow in its attempts to secure a community stadium for the town of Newtownards.

The Campaign itself has received praise from all quarters with The Football Club, Councillors, the media, the people of the Ards area and local football community all lining up to the congratulate the campaigners on what has been a hugely successful campaign to date. 
 
After years of seemingly no movement the Ards ground issue is now very much back on the agenda.


 
Meeting With Council Officials
 
THE BAHC have renewed hope that their team may be close to returning home again, after holding a very positive meeting with Council officials this week. 
 
Representatives of the Bring Ards FC Home campaign met with Ards Council’s Head of Leisure Services Archie Walls, the man responsible for progressing Council plans to upgrade sports facilities in the town. 
 
The fans’ group learned that a number of options for the redevelopment of Londonderry Park are due to be put before the Council at the beginning of April. These include a plan for an arena facility that is fit to host Irish League football. 
 
Speaking on behalf of the supporters, Andrew McCullough said that the meeting was a positive step forward for the Ards campaign. “We have been able to hear first hand the type of options that the Council will be considering and we were pleased to see that there is definite consideration for Ards FC in this. 
 
“The council are in a position to provide a complex that can be utilised by a range of sports and within that, a small stadium that could host Ards games and be developed over time. 
 
“We are more confident now that this project will happen. From our conversations with Councillors, we feel a willingness from them to invest in this. This could be the start of our journey home.”


 
Former Striker Backs Our Campaign
 

FORMER Ards striker Stephen Baxter expressed his support for the Bring Ards Home campaign in the local press this week. 

Baxter's comments included references to the youth of the Ards area being tempted away to sign for other clubs, due to the nomadic state of the local team. 

 

The current Crusaders manager, who can track his Ards playing days back to the mid-eighties, now runs a successful sports shop in Newtownards and he sought to highlight how fondly he remembered his time at the club.

He recalls, "Back when I was an Ards player in 1985, Ards were seen as a top Irish League team. The Ards supporters were large in number and had a travelling support envied by all other teams outside of Linfield and Glentoran. Given the proud history of this club, it is really sad to see them struggling."

 

The strong sporting tradition in the area was something well known to Baxter, who had a long and distinguished career with Crusaders, Linfield and Glenavon. "Football is in the blood in this Borough," he said, "A new generation of young talent is taking the field week in, week out with Ards Youth and Ards Rangers Youth. It is our responsibility to give them a goal to aspire to by making the grade at the highest level possible."

 

As Council deliberations on what sort of upgraded facilities to provide for the townsfolk continues, Stephen had a simple message for the local politicians.

 

"I encourage all those with the power to invest in the future of our young people, to put in place facilities that will benefit the Ards Borough, complemented by a senior football club we can be proud of and put Ards back on the map."

 
Ards Youth Support
 
ARDS YOUTH have came out in support of the Bring Ards Home Campaign. 
Ards Youth, who are a feeder club for Ards FC, are one of the largest and best youth set ups in Northern Ireland with young players from 6 to 18.
 
Their statement read, “After decades of neglect the price tag for fixing sport within Newtownards is bound to be high. But if the new proposed community stadium and multi-surface sports facilities at Londonderry Park ever happens, we will be getting ‘two for the price of one’ in the sense that we will get a fine sporting complex fit for purpose and a place where everyone will have an opportunity to participate in well structured and well run competitive sport.
 
“Newtownards is fortunate to have a particularly strong and dedicated voluntary sector made up with many local clubs, societies and individuals providing many activities, and events on outdated facilities. 
 
“Like many other clubs in the area, Ards Youth have seen a steady increase in membership and participation over the past number of years. Clubs like ours are left to organise and transform sport for the children of this Borough, helping them unlock their potential and give them lifelong skills. The same growth is true right across the sporting spectrum with similar increases seen throughout other grass root sports including cricket, hockey and rugby.”
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